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Will the nimble toes of the Mada
in America dancer kick aver the pe-
destal of the Imported coryphee’

Every year the art of the Ameri-
can ballet girl is becoming more
brillfant and the American vre-
mieres are steadlly growing in num-
bers until the toe dancer traiped {n
the United Statea (s likély 10 become
as efficlent as the artists who blos-
pom out under the fostering care
of the czar and the directors of the
Russian {mperial ballet gchools.

Chicago has had its own opera
ballet apd will have agaln this gea-
gon, and New York has a number of
ballst schools for the training of
Young women who come from all
parts of the country, The ar: of
the ballet e atlll young on this sida
of the Atlantle, but the few teachers
there are, such as Mme. Cavalazzl,
Albertlerl apd others, are busily
tralning the vigor of American girl-
hood Into the artistic and fhesome
grace and agility of the flaring skirg-
ed girl of the opera chorus.

More and more the eccentric gve
ration of the vaudeville and musical
comedy stars.is becoming modified
into somet'hlng approaching the ar-
tistic. Girls who might otherwise,
be toiling at some under-pald and
unskilled task are finding a profes-
slon and a good salary in the ranks
of the ballet

Chicago’s own opera chorus,
which begins its practice for the
scason In October, will be recrulted
from the rapks of aspiring Amcri-
can, girls probably to a great extent
lostead of from those bearing the

imported label. the ballet lpupu. It 6" not"well to
, over-cxercise, because it has a lbos-
;::‘T(l;(;'\;;;l“ ERS ening effect on the joints and it is

harder 1o control the muscles under
American dancers ag such have these clrcumstances.
been enormously handicapped. They
could pot recoive (helr tralning in never drink water while she is prae-
this country ‘because America has ticing. She may only chew a sponge
had untll recently no ballet schools  or hold & Iittle iced water in her
of her own. Now all that is changed. mouth, but never gwallow it
And one of the best known of the For the would-be premicre there
Made In America toe dancers. Mo, must be exercises—many of them—
Dazie, de¢larcs that the American all practiced at the bar for many
dancer s but now comiug into her hours every day, The positions num-
own, | ber five—all of which must be re-
“The Made in America dancer is beated with a bar. The battements
Just  beginning to he recognized,” and the ronde de jambe on the fioar
8aid Mlle. Dazie. “Abroad they ros- are the principal ones.
ter dancing carcfully under govern- “Everything for strength,” is the
ment diréctlon and the dancer ls dancer’s motio. The thighs must be
El¥en every epmcouragoment 1o be- immovable and the back absolutely
:ome a.";reat arll‘al In this coun- reliable, There must be many
ry until a very few years ago we  months a any ye ©
have overlooked the ballet. Now '8 aad mény ‘years of routine
we gre begioping to reslize Ita
greathess. Our ballet achools are e WSS
turaing out ‘Inndorl‘ul material” The '
Amerfcan gifl is inteMigont, ambi-
{ tlous, gracelul, animated, emotional.
Bhe has all the requireruents and
will blossom wonderfully it ahe s
cultivated carefully.
“*The coraze for the sslan
dancer woke America up, L’nl#i. thien
the opera corps de ballet had to
crosa the Atlnotic every season,
“Then Andress Dippel and Signor i
Gatti-Cazazen came and the rise of
the American ballet girl began, The
Metropolitan School of Ballet Dape-
ing was slarted 1o train dancers for
the chorus of the Metropolitan Op-
era House. The tultlon was freg,
with only one obligation. The girl
{ ;l'i:n ulro::;h her education was 1o
& contract 19 dance in the Metd
tropolitan ballet for the nlasi:el:ll::e betore the ballet art bas become

The professional pallet girl must

girlhood as a dancer und Look chargd
of the Metropolitan School of Danc-
ing In New York for four years. She
wus suceeeded by Mwe, Pauline Var- i
Lioeven Signor Lulgi Albertierl,
ballet master of (he Metropolitsn
Opera House for fourteen years, has
made the work of the Century Opers
ballet famous. He is one of ihe
most remarkable of the teachers of
the American ballet, who are grow= L
{ng more numerous every day.

The first apnd most important prig-
ciple of the Amerlcan ballet girl !i
balance. She rust be able to exes
cute any number of intricate steps
while standing on (he toes of one
fool. The arms and the body must

e r managed, but the mius-
- &nd touching her feet together while  traio. tice. Amerlca has its Claytons and  bar. The =5 fakie be gracefully managed, o dancer
years of her tralndng at a salary of m-;-‘;::t::ﬂe de fambe she changes them back and forth as Mlle, Dazie explained for the writ- its Adelaldes, but their numbers are the same ri':_h'ﬂ;um;f:&l]:;r:-]u:;«iu ttre s tha BRI Wit h.[ ‘,l;,;.:; nev- .,f
:;51 week lo; l'h;e %rsl .;e&r. $18 for  put a prelude (o :\u:mm‘;:::l:ﬂ g:::;l‘t' rgpld]{, @8 possible. The entrechat  er the fundamental exercises of the going to be greater beéfore many experienced coryphee” r the in- wr .J\:-i[l;:u;im;: for suppor
¢ second and $20 for the third ™ = must be répeated oftenby the ex- © ballet girl years. Tha CorTec -, er waver. o e R
The American professional daucer, :'i’: m::'i’;‘:‘;‘:r ‘:I:leht the rles In the  perienced dancer. Many of them do '«-1-;“5-;. is no rest for the toe “Hours of exerclse and practice toe dunemré i;pi?[l;'lm:;,frn;‘ “rel ,Iw An4 the ‘\'“"“L'l;f- fl}m;;; is 10
authorities say, should begin train-  ing fool (g kept on‘:;o ;‘“ mov- It easlly half a dozen times, but they  dancer,” she sald. “"One fs never * are required for the hips, the back ¢ach other. The dancer aﬁ:c? 2‘::; 26 ,lm"”"d e rh-: ‘uu:fnpoug ex-
| ing when veéry young. Nipe years swung back and forthf _l:;:r nlnd Lave acquired the mechanical part cértalp of one’s art unless one is and the muscles of the arms and Iy on five toes, oy make dan“"g.”"' S}T:. Her smile
il old is nol too enrly. For the firat cloa. 0 wide cir- of it by the most dillgent practice. constantly in practice. Even a day's legs. It is always well to have the One of the most T e hrea'slnq of a IlufBU;u u}'um:l be 88
i year the exerclses are Very simple, ~ Andther movemant s The eéntrechat cannot be extenaed rest ahows in the muscles, Pay- bar close at hand even for the pre- Amerlean instructors of the wo Id dia.noL o foroe d legs
]| i *a t0o much exertion. s not good for ml.!luda.pcer Sumping i € entve- | after thé girl (s 20, as ihe muscies lowa aod Gene are wonderful be- miere, because it s much casior to be ballerina was Mm Cas lu - alive as her arms an . egS. 151 whe
i i : . p tho alr  after that 8ge aré too hardened to  cause they keep constantly in prac-  perfect tho steps with the ald of the e. Cavalazal, All of these the American §

Who herselt was famous during her would be a dancer must acoulré.
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